
New Year’s 
Resolutions have a 

long history.  There is 
just something about 

the start of  a New Year 

that gives people a longing for 
a fresh start and new resolve 
to change our lives. 
Resolutions about diet and 
exercise are good, as far as 
they go.

But, as Christians, how about 
considering a resolution that 
will have an impact on your 
spiritual life, and make a 
difference in the quality of our 
relationship with God?  

For most of us, the number 
one activity that would improve 
spiritual lives would be a 
resolution to pray more.  More 
prayers would make an 
impact on our individual 
lives, and would also 
contribute to the overall 
health of our congregation.  

So how would we go about 
keeping such a resolution?    
As Christians, we know 
that our own will power is 
not sufficient to change our 
behavior.  We need Godʼs 
help to do the things He would 
have us do.  Ultimately, it is 
God, and not ourselves, who 
has the power to change us 
for the better.  

We also know a little bit about 
how God has fashioned us 
human creatures.  There are 

patterns to how we make 
decisions and structure our 
lives.  Some of those patterns 
can help us be open to Godʼs 

New Year Resolutions!
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God’s Christmas 
gift of  Love leads us 
into a New Year 
with Faith and 
Hope . . . 

Deacon’s First Tea 
provided a lovely afternoon for members and 
friends of Philo Pres.  ( see page 4)

The most common 
resolutions are losing 

weight, eating healthier 
& managing money 

better.  

CONGREGATIONAL 
M E E T I N G 

The annual meeting of the 
congregation of Philo Presbyterian 
will be Jan 31, following worship.  



Who are these people?  
Maybe my hosts!

Our group will fly into Managua, then pack up and head out to the 
countryside to stay with families who farm coffee for the Presbyterian 
Coffee Project.  

working in our lives to move us 
in the right direction.  

For instance, we know a few 
things about what makes 
keeping a resolution more 
likely:
Writing the resolution down 
helps.
So does putting a reminder of 
the resolution in a place where 
you see it everyday.
Telling someone else what you 
have resolved to do makes 
you more likely to follow 
through with a change in 
behavior.
Talking to a friend or partner 
who has a similar goal is also 
useful.
Forming new habits (which 
takes about 6 weeks) makes 
the resolution easier.
Celebrating successes also 
motivates us to persevere in 
our goals.

So during the first crucial 
weeks of 2010, when new 
habits are being formed, the 
church will attempt to support 
each memberʼs prayer 
resolve.  Weʼll also set up 
some times to celebrate 
what God is doing among 
us through prayer.

Happy New Year!

 

Th i s mon t h , I am 
going to Nicaragua.   I’ll 
be traveling with the 
Presbyterian Church’s 
“Enough for Everyone” 
program to visit the folks 
who produce some of 
our great Fair Trade 
coffee.
Like small farmers 
everywhere, the people who 
produce the coffee we drink 
face considerable challenges 
in getting a fair price, livable 
working conditions, and a 
voice in their families’ future.  
The PCUSA coffee project 
helps them, and I’m going to 
get to see how this works 
first hand.  

Delegation members will 
learn about global economic 
issues and visit coffee and 
sewing co-operatives, meet 
the farmers who grow Fair 
Trade coffee, learn about the 
impact of Fair Trade versus 
conventional trade on 
communities and families, 

pick coffee and stay in homes 
of farm families, and visit the 
women who sew Sweat Free 
Tee-shirts.

I’m very excited about 
learning about the 
Nicaraguan people with 
whom our church partners to 
help build a better future.  

I’ve had my shots, gotten my 
passport, and found a pair of 
hiking boots that fit.  We’ll be 
staying in Managua for 3 
days, and have 3 days out in 
the countryside.  

Please pray that our visit will 
be an encouragement and a 
blessing to our hosts.  

 

 

 



Christmas Pageant Rocks

Cousins Adam and Deven protrayed shepherds

Clay Patton, Madeline Clabaugh and Tori 
Patton were sages.

As has been our custom, Philo 
Presbyterian offered two candlelight 
services on Christmas Eve.  Both services 
included special music as part of our gift 
to the Christ child. 

Before the early service, a harpist, 
Shirley Blankenship, and a flautist, Mary 
Leathers Chapman, provided a half hour 
of beautiful instrumental music.   They 
were joined by Mark Tucker at the organ, 
as worship began.

The seven o’clock service of Lessons 
and Carols was enhanced by the 
leadership of our choir, under the 
direction of  Jan Siders.  

We heard the story of Christmas 
from the Bible, and ended by holding 
candles and singing Silent  Night as the 
harp played.

At 11 pm we celebrated communion 
around the manger, lit our candles from 
the Christ candle and experienced “O 
Holy Night” together with harp and 
soloist Mark.  

Our sincere thanks to all the 
musicians for helping lead us in a very 
special worship time.  

Sunday School Supt. 

Mary Simon and her staff 

directed our Sunday School 
Students in their annual retelling of 
the Christmas  story.  Excitement ran 
h i g h a m o n g t h e a n g e l s  a n d 
shepherds.  And Mary and Joseph 
were lovely, as  usual.  A picture of the 
entire cast is found on page 1 of this 
newsletter issue.  

Narrators Chris Berger, Collin 
Friedemann, Caleb Reed and 

Hannah Stone kept the story 
moving along.  

The cast included: 

M a d e l i n e a n d S a m a n t h a 
Clabaugh, 

Clay and Tori Patton

Adam, Lynddsay and Kailee 
Talbott,

and Deven Green.

T h a n k s t o a l l  t h e 
directors, kids and parents!  

The Poinsettias that graced our 
sanctuary were gifts from: 

Christmas Eve Services 
Welcome the Christ

Ken Asklund, in honor of Shirley Asklund and Ja Asklund
Jeff & Barbara Burlew, in memory of past generations
  in celebration of grandchildren and the future 
Dorothy Burr, in memory of husband John, son Ronald and 
  John and Dorothy’s parents
Anita Gilliland, in memory of Irven and Marion Brand
Marilyn Harmon, in memory of Robert Harmon,
 and her family, Arthur and Vareta Plotner, Gene and Duane
Kirk & Jeri Kirkland & Hannah Stone, in memory of Debbie 
  Stacy
Robert C. & Betty Lauchner, in memory of our parents, 
  M/M A.H. Lauchner and Dr./Mrs. Paul Berryhill
Scott& Jeanne Martin, in memory of Beetty and Elmore Martin
Fay Rouseff-Baker, in celebration of Arthur Baker 
  and Walter Rouseff
Steve & Nadja Shoemaker, in memory of Robert O. Shoemaker 
  and Forrest and Wilma Lancaster
Shirley Shipley, in memory of Glenn Shipley 
  and brother Bill Vanderhof
Jan Siders, in honor of Philo Presbyterian Church Choir and
  in memory of parents Jim and Polly Raglan.
The front door wreaths were given by Lou J. Shepherd,
  in memory of Richard E. Shepherd



Friends and Family

Deacons Jan Siders, Terry 
Pratt, Karen Silver and Jeanne 
Martin hosted a lovely 
Christmas Tea on December 5.  
Neighbors and friends shared 
treats and tea around beautifully 
decorated tables.  Jan gave a 
program on the history of  tea 
and Pastor Cindy read “A Cup 
of  Christmas Tea” by Tom 
Hegg. 
Deacons are considering making 
this an annual community event.  

Birthday Calendar  
We’re Serious This 

Time! 
As we start a New Year, everybody 

take one minute to write down the your 
birthday (and anniversary, if applicable) 
and those of members of your family.    
Year of birth need not be included.  
Right now!  You can email them to 
philopres@philopres.com or you can 
drop them in the offering plate. (Don will 
make sure they get to the calendar.)  Or 
you can send them via good ol’ US Mail 
to  PO box 386, Philo, IL  61864. C’mon 
people!  We can do this!

Prayers of Joy for all the 
holiday family visits!   A few:  Arthur 
Baker, The Lauchner Clan, The Trout/
Koloroutis “Kids”,  Don and Betty Rice’s 
daughter Melanie and fam, Tom and Jim 
Siders, Terry Pratt’s brother, and many 
more.  It is good to be together!

Leo Lafenhagen  continues to 
recuperate at Canterbury Ridge.  His 
family got together over Christmas and 
had a great time.  

P l e a s e ke e p o u r s e r v i c e 
members in your prayers:  Ed and 
Mary Bower’s son-in-law Jerry Rhoton is 
in Afghanistan with the Army.  Jordan 

Herald is back there as well, after a 
holiday leave.  Pray for them, and pray 
for peace.  

A reminder:  If you, a family 
member or friend is hospitalized, or 
ill, Pastor Cindy wants to provide 
pastoral care.  Please call the church 
office:   684-2317 and let her know so 
that  she can visit  or otherwise be of 
service.  The hospitals do not contact the 
church , even i f you check the 
“Presbyterian” box on the admittance 
form.  Please help our family care for one 
another.

Red Grange:  Larger than Life, 
which includes some reenactments shot in 
and around Philo Presbyterian (some of 
the cast and crew posed above)  is 
available as a DVD.  The Big Ten 
production team provided a copy for your 
viewing pleasure!  You can “check it out”.

Annual Congregational 
Meeting - January 31

Rose Mercer Bailey will be baptised 
on January 10, during worship.  A 
soup luncheon, hosted by Rices and 
Moores, will follow the service.  
Bring a salad or side and come 
celebrate!

The Annual Meeting of our Congregation  will take place following 
worship on January 31.  

Business includes  receiving reports of ministry teams,   reviewing the 
budget for 2010, and electing officers.  The nominating committee will present 
names for elder, deacon and trustee positions.  

Reports and Notes from Ministry Teams  should be submitted to 
Pastor Cindy by Jan. 15, so that they can be compiled for distribution at the 
meeting.  Thank You!

A note about our congregational records:  Both our minute book 
and our registration book were approved without exception by the 
Presbytery.   Congratulations and THANKS to Clerk Sue Boucek!
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January Events:

Philo Presbyterian Church 
is a part of  the 
Presbyterian Church  in the 
United States of  America
PC(USA)  Find out more at 
www.pcusa.org  and 
www.philopres.com

J a n u a r y 3 - H o l y 

Communion

January 4 -Christian 

Education Meeting, 6 

Session Meeting, 7 

January 5 (12th, 19th, 
and 25th) - Men’s Coffee 

and Conversation

Choir Rehearsal

January 6 - Lydia Circle

January 7 (14th, 28th)  
- Job Bible Study

January  10 - Sacrament of  

Baptism 

Lunch after Worship

January 16-23 Pastor 

Cindy in Nicaragua

January 17 - Guest 

Preacher

January 23 - Synod of 

Lincoln Trails meets at Philo 

Presbyterian

January 31 - Annual 
Congregational Meeting

 

P H I L O  P R E S .

You.  Happy New Year!

105 e. Jefferson
Philo, IL  61864

TO:
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